
Ideas 
  You can tell what my main idea is. 
 I did not try to tell everything.  I told   

   what was important. 
  I know my topic well.  I had enough 

    information and details to answer my 

    reader’s questions. 
  I support and expand the main idea  

    with evidence, examples, facts, or 

    explanations. 

Word Choice 
  My words make sense.  They are 
   used correctly. 
 My words go with my topic and 
   audience. 
 Strong verbs help you see things 
   move or change.   
 Some words make pictures in your 
   mind. 
 I avoided words like great, nice, 
   fun, neat, special, and cool. 

  I was careful not to use one word too 

    many times. 
  I did not use big words just to show 
   off. 
Organization 
  My lead gets you hooked. 
  My paper is easy to follow, like a 
   good map. 
 You will never feel lost or confused 

 I linked ideas with word bridges  
   like; On the other hand,  For example,

   next, At last or In a while.  
  I did not spend time explaining 
   things everyone already knows. 
  I ended my paper with some final 
   thoughts. 
Sentence Fluency 
  I read this aloud.  I like how it 
   sounds. 
 Many sentences begin in different 
   ways. 
 Some sentences are long, some short. 
 If I used dialogue, it sounds like real        
   people talking. 

Voice 
  This writing sounds like ME. 
  I “talk” to the reader in my writing. 
  I know this topic well enough to 
   write with confidence. 
 This is a paper you would enjoy 
   sharing aloud. 
  I try to bring readers “inside” my 
   writing by asking-What do they 
   already know?  What would they 
   like to know?  What will they find 
   interesting? 
Conventions 
  I have proofread my whole paper. 
  I read the piece both silently and 
    aloud. 
 I have checked  my  
     o Spelling 
     o Grammar 
     o Punctuation 
     o Paragraphing 
     o Capitals 
  My paper is neat and looks good on 
    the page. 
 This paper is ready to publish.
STUDENT CHECKLIST: SIX TRAITS OF WRITING








